Cultural Universals 

The characteristics that we use to identify, compare, and contrast cultures throughout time. These are customs and practices found in every culture, to varying degrees, worldwide.  The only difference is that each culture expresses each custom or practice quite differently. 
(adapted by M. Kaufeldt from George Murdock, “The Common Denominator of Cultures” 1945) 
Basic Needs:

All cultures need to meet the basic needs for survival: food, shelter, clothing.

Geographic Location:

What they use to meet their needs will be based on the region where they are located.

Tools & Technology:

To utilize their environment, tools are invented to assist and improve life.

Communication & Education:

All cultures develop ways to communicate in order to pass on valuable information.

Family Structures:

All cultures develop a family or kinship organization.

Belief in the Unknown

Cultures create religions, rituals, and stories to explain life, death and creation

Artistic Expression & Leisure

Cultures develop music, dance, rituals and artistic representations

Government

As cultures and tribes get larger, a system of governance is created and monitored.

Trade and Economy:

Ultimately, as a culture creates abundance of a resource they seek out ways to trade with other cultures for items they need to improve the quality of life.
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